Treatment of murine cryptococcosis with liposome-associated amphotericin B.
Liposomes were prepared to incorporate large amounts of amphotericin B. BALB/c mice were challenged with Cryptococcus neoformans and given liposome-associated amphotericin B (AMBL) or amphotericin B-deoxycholate (AMBD) intravenously. Mice that were treated with AMBL survived longer and had lower tissue counts of cryptococci than mice treated with AMBD or untreated control mice. The reduced acute toxicity of AMBL permitted much larger doses of amphotericin B to be given than were possible with AMBD. AMBL is a novel vehicle of administration that reduces toxicity and concentrates the drug in the appropriate target organs.